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NAAI Facebook Page:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/964349679134624/                 

            
REUNION NEWS 

Almost all reunion plans are now solid.  Monday 
night’s Channel Fever BBQ/Lobster Bake is set 
for 6-9 pm at the Groton Elks Lodge.  The NAAI 
Business Meeting/Election of Officers will be 
Tuesday morning from 9-11 am.  That afternoon 
from 1-3 pm we will have Lunch With the Crew at 
the Museum followed by our Boat Tour of 
Historic Ship Nautilus from 3-5 pm.  Sea Stories 
Night is on for Tuesday evening at the Hilton 
hospitality room when we will encourage family/
legacy members to tell stories, along with Historic 
Ship crew members.  The Water Taxi Tour of 
Thames River Heritage Park (SubBase, USCG 
Academy, Electric Boat, etc.) will launch from the 
new water taxi pier at the Museum on Wednesday 
leaving at 11 am, 12 noon, and 1pm.  And, the 
most important event, the Reunion Banquet is 
set for the Officers/Consolidated Club at the U.S. 
Coast Guard Academy Wednesday evening from 
6-10 pm. 

     Regardless of inflation we are keeping the 
prices the same as the 2024 reunion. So Register 
Now with the form on page 33. 


President’s Message 

I trust this newsletter finds you and your 
families well and making plans to attend the 
2026 reunion in Groton. It’s certainly panning 
out to be a fabulous reunion.  Get the word out 
to your Nautilus friends and encourage them 
to attend along with you.

  Spring marks some significant anniversaries, 
both sad and joyous.   We lost the USS 
Thresher (SSN593) on 10 April 1963 and the 
USS Scorpion (SSN589) on 22 May 1968.  
Several former Nautilus shipmates went down 
with those boats.  We continue to mourn these 
tragic losses. Please keep them in your 
thoughts and prayers.

   40 years ago on April 11, 1986, Historic Ship 
Nautilus and the Submarine Force Library & 
Museum opened to the public.  We will 
celebrate this significant event along with the 
current crew during this reunion. 

     I hope to see you in Groton!  Call or email 
me if you have questions or suggestions.  
P h o n e : 4 0 1 - 6 4 4 - 6 8 3 9 , e m a i l : 
lonbarham1@gmail.com


Editors:  Paul Doucette

               Lonnie Barham 

mailto:lonbarham1@gmail.com
mailto:lonbarham1@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/964349679134624
https://www.facebook.com/groups/964349679134624
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Scholarship Report
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The application period for Nautilus Scholarships and other Dolphin Scholarship 
Foundation Scholarships closed on March 15th.  

67 applications were received for Nautilus Scholarships.  20 were confirmed as 
eligible with their sponsors having served aboard Nautilus and a familial 
relationship established.  Of that 20, 13 completed the rest of the required 
paperwork—e.g., letters of recommendation, transcripts, etc.

Of the 13 successfully completed applications, there was one applicant for a 
trade/vocational school, one for a 2-year/junior college, and 11 for 4-year 
colleges/universities. 

All applications have been forwarded to the scholarship selection committee 
organized by the Dolphin Scholarship Foundation, our scholarship administrator, 
and results will be announced in May. 

Now is the time to start encouraging your family members to prepare to 
apply for next year.  The application period opens in October.  Last year 
we gave out multiple $3500 scholarships.  Your spouse, child, grandchild 
or great-grandchild could be next.   

 



                                         


FIRST-HAND ACCOUNT

After reading the article in the winter edition of this newsletter that featured an old 
newspaper story headlined, “The Day We Almost Lost the Nautilus,” shipmate John Yuill 
sent us this first-hand account of what happened.  So, as Paul Harvey used to say, “Here’s 
the Rest of the Story.”


                                                  How I spent My 21st Birthday


John Yuill, QMSN(SS), USS Nautilus, 1957-1960 (PANOPO)                                   


    It was Thursday, April 23, 1959, my 21st birthday, and I had just gotten off the QM mid watch. USS 
Nautilus (SSN 571) was submerged at about 600 feet somewhere in the Atlantic playing “cat-n-mouse” 
games with two ‘tin cans’ (destroyers).  I crawled into my rack in the lower starboard bunk room 
located in the forward, or torpedo room, and immediately drifted off to sleep. It seemed I had just fallen 
asleep when I was jarred awake by the stern command, “surface, surface, surface” over the 1-MC, the 
boat’s “public address system”. This was followed by the usual three blast of the klaxon alarm.   Now 
on some submarines, at the Commanding Officer’s discretion, the word, “surface”, precedes the 
sounding of the klaxon alarm.  That was not the case in Nautilus.  Such a change in procedure rang an 
alarm bell in my head and I was awake and out of my rack in a heartbeat.  The surfacing alarm was 
closely followed by the collision alarm and the words, “flooding in the engine room”.  Now that really 
got my attention.  I started up the 3 or 4 steps from the bunk room to where the watertight door that 
separates the forward room from the crews mess was located. Also at that location were the bulkhead 
flapper valves, ventilation valves that separate one watertight compartment from another and can be 
operated from either side of the bulkhead. William P. O’Neill, a torpedoman, had already secured both 
by the time I reached his side.  We stood there, glancing at each other --- wondering what had 
happened, as the deafening roar of 3000 lb air rushed into the main ballast tanks. The boat took an ever 
increasing up-angle until it was close to 45 degrees.  Bill and I discussed the question as to whether we 
were going up or down, waiting for some tell-tale sense of motion.  In the background was chatter from 
the 21-MC, another communication circuit that connected the forward room, the control/attack center 
areas and the engineering spaces.  It was clear while listening to that that the engine room was taking 
on a lot of water.  There was apprehension but no fear as we waited to see what would happen next.  

    During such times it is not unusual for the most bizarre and peculiar thoughts to occur.  It certainly 
did with me.  I remember joking to Bill that if we failed to surface I would never get my first legal 
drink.  

    Finally, after what seemed an eternity, to our relief, we sensed an upward motion, much like one 
would feel in an elevator.  Well, from the original 600 foot depth to whatever the maximum depth the 
boat attained during the flooding, (the depth could only be estimated based on the angle of the boat) the 
sudden positive buoyancy resulted in an ever increasing speed as she raced toward the surface. The 
destroyers that we were operating with, having been warned of our predicament via ‘Gertrude,’ the 
under water telephone, promptly peeled off in some direction, hopefully turning away from where they 
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thought we might be.  It must have been one hell of a sight to them as we broached from the depths like 
a whale and then slammed back onto the surface of the ocean. 

    It was determined that a 4 inch sea suction flex coupling in the lower level engine room had failed, 
filling the space with an almost atomized spray of water under the intense pressure.  Visibility must 
have been almost impossible under those conditions, but somehow the watch stander in that space 
managed to quickly locate and secure the stop and sea valves to that coupling.                                                                                                                                 

   We were now on the surface, bobbing around while the engineers tried to restart the reactor which 
had “scrammed” (shutdown) automatically upon rigging the boat for collision. Now another thought 
occurred to me.  I was always prone to sea sickness and upon knowing beforehand that we were to 
surface I would take ‘Dramamine.’  Well, it was too late now and the thoughts of barfing into a #10 can 
had already begun to make my stomach turn (No doubt the power of suggestion).  Thankfully, our tired, 
old reactor was started up in about thirty minutes while repairs were made to the coupling and we bid 
adieu to the surface and dived into our proper element to continue our operations.  

    One interesting sidebar to this tale is about the power of the human body when it is fed vast amounts 
of adrenaline.  While the engineers were enabling all the systems to restart the reactor (go critical) it 
was discovered that some of the valves that had been shut by hand during the flooding casualty were 
secured so tightly that come-a-longs (a cable winching device) were needed to reopen them.  

    I’m sure that many of the crew, especially those who dealt first hand with the flooding, later reflected 
on the ramifications of the casualty that befell our fine submarine, but if they did it was done in private 
for I never heard anyone discuss the incident to any great extent.  It was just something that happened 
--- it was dealt with and then it was back to business as usual. 

    Much later in my life, on April 10, 1963, I listened with horror to the radio broadcast of the loss of 
the USS Thresher (SSN 593) and thought, “there but for the grace of God went we.”  On board that 
doomed submarine were two of my former shipmates from Nautilus, LT John Wesley Harvey (LCDR 
& skipper of Thresher) and ET2 John Smarz (LT in Thresher).  A third former shipmate, ICC Ray J. 
McCoole (LT in Thresher) had escaped by remaining home on the day of the fateful cruise.  But for the 
heroic efforts of all those who were on watch, Nautilus might have met the same fate as Thresher.

    Since then I mark my calendar every year with the loss dates of all U.S. submarines and when those 
days arrive, I pause to reflect on those souls still on “eternal patrol” and how much different things 
could have been for us.


Epilog:   (3-29-10)

   Just this past month, the story of Nautilus’ flooding ‘surfaced’ again and in a discussion with some 
old shipmates, I was able to at long last learn the names of most of those on watch in the engineering 
spaces that day. I think they deserve to be recognized and so, here they are listed:  Richard Bearden 
had the upper level engine room watch; Robert Albright had the lower level engine room watch and 
was responsible for isolating the flooding; Frank Holland had the rector compartment watch; Ed 
Dunn was the reactor watch supervisor and it was he and Frank Holland that quickly restarted the tired, 
old reactor, keeping me from a three day appointment with seasickness. Last, but not least, was Lt. 
Donald Hall, the EOW (Engineer Officer of the Watch). The two destroyers were: Brownson (DD 868) 
& Willis (DD 929).
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Thanks to the research of our membership team, we’ve 
found that several new members have yet to be welcomed.  
WELCOME ABOARD TO THESE MEMBERS OF THE 

NAUTILUS FAMILY!
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Way Back When……


Seabreeze High School in Daytona Beach, Florida,dedicated its 1960 yearbook to 
USS Nautilus and asked the Nautilus crew to select Miss Nautilus from among 
many Seabreeze students who competed.  The yearbook was loaded with photos of 
Nautilus and her crew, and had many graphics that depicted the 1958 PANOPO 

trip under the North Pole ice.  While some of the graphics depicted unrealistic 
scenes, the yearbook editors did a wonderful job honoring The First and Finest. 
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 Photos and Graphics from Seabreeze High School’s      
1960 yearbook dedicated to Nautilus                                                   


Miss Nautilus  

Marie Fajardo
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                                     Other Contestants
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                        MORE FROM SEABREEZE HIGH 1960 YEARBOOK
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As an ironic sidelight, the previous Commanding 
Officer, Commander Anderson, went on to become a 
U.S. Representative from Tennessee for eight years 
from 1965-1972.  During the latter part of his tenure, 
Commander Anderson’s corresponsence was handled 
by none other than our own Miss Nautilus, Marie 
Fajardo Ragghianti.


                                  Phil Stockhausen, Class of 1960




HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO CAPTAIN FOGARTY !!!!!


Only Surviving Commander of USS Nautilus


Two years ago, we asked Nautilus shipmates to send birthday greetings to 
Captain Frank Fogarty, commander of Nautilus in the 1960s, for his 100th 
birthday on April 18 2024

     We recently heard from Captain Fogarty’s son that he is still healthy and 
relatively active as he approached his 102nd birthday on April 18, 2026.

     Captain Fogarty was an outstanding skipper who took Nautilus on a highly 
successful 70+ day classified surveillance mission in icy, dangerous waters and 
kept Nautilus from sinking after she struck the USS Essex while at periscope 
depth back in 1966.

     By time you read this newsletter, the birthday will have passed.  He will still 
appreciate belated birthday wishes in honor of his dedicated service, great 
leadership, and his longevity achievement as “the last man standing” among 
former Nautilus commanders.  Happy Birthday, Captain!




                  Belated birthday wishes can still be sent to:
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Nautilus Trivia Questions


1.  How many U.S. Navy ships have borne the name Nautilus?


2.  The first sailor to be deemed “Qualified in Nuclear Submarines” was 
what rate?  Multiple Chocie:  ET, MM, EM, SO, TM, or IC?  


Answers revealed later in this newsletter


———————————————————————————————-
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IN SPRING WE REMEMBER THE LOSS OF TWO GREAT BOATS


 





Tommy Robinson, ’63 - ’67


Please take a few moments to remember and honor these dedicated submariners who left behind wives 
and children as they sacrificed their lives defending the freedoms we all cherish.
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After being told of the loss of USS Thresher, the young son of the submarine’s captain, 
CDR John W. Harvey, created this crayon drawing of the boat lying on the ocean’s floor.  
That young boy is now a member of the Nautilus Alumni Association -  Bruce W. Harvey.  
Bruce and his family, and several other descendants of CDR John W. Harvey are all 
tremendous supporters of NAAI and are regular attendees at Nautilus Reunions.    
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Chiefs, Division Officers and Wives:  Let us know if any of these 
caricatures fit yourself or “Your Chief.”  LOL
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Trivia Answers


Question 2:  The first sailor to be deemed “Qualified in Nuclear Submarines” was 
what rate?  Multiple Chocie:  ET, MM, EM, SO, TM, or IC?  

Answer:  Torpedoman (TM).  Information from Dr. Thomas J. Brames (Ed.D), 
LCDR (Ret.), RM3 aboard Nautilus from 1954-1956, the first sailor to be designated 
“Nuclear Qualified” was TM1(SS) George Fields 
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Question 1:  How many U.S. Navy ships have borne the name Nautilus? Answer: 6  
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Eternal Patrol Notifications Since Last Newsletter


Frank L. (Les) Kindred, ETR2(SS), Serve aboard Nautilus 1967-1969,  Departed on 
Eternal Patrol on February 28, 2026.
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We came across these stamps for sale on Ebay.  The government of Liberia issued 
them back in 2024 to celebrate the 70th anniversary of the launch of USS Nautilus.  
Thank You, Liberia! for remembering and recognizing the importance of “The First 
and Finest.”
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Photos from the 126th Submarine Birthday Ball, April 11, 2026, at Foxwoods Resort 
Hotel.  2300 sailors, family members and friends registered for the ball.  It was loud 
and somewhat raucous, but it was a great experience. 

     The theme of the ball was “Submarines on the Silver Screen.”  Every attendee 
received one of the coins pictured below.  (Not pictured is the last-minute addition of 
“Hunt for Red October.”)  The editors will strive to obtain the entire collection and 
auction them at the 2026 reunion in Spetember. 
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A PANOPO REMEMBERS HIS OLD SKIPPER


PANOPO Joe Degnan—EM1(SS) aboard Nautilus who retired as a Lieutenant—sent us information 
about an amazing project that PANOPO skipper Commander William Anderson did in his retirement 
years after his naval career and his political career as a U.S. Representative of Tennessee for 3 
terms.

     In retirement he personally constructed 116 of these beautifully framed NAUTILUS photos, the set 
of  “4 cent” Arctic Exploration postage stamps and he personally signed letters to all PANOPOS.  His 
wife, Pat Anderson, said he loved accomplishing these in memory of the magnificent Crew he sailed 
with.

     Pat, with the assistance of Wanda Sells, her son John, his wife Dawn and Panopo JohnYuill, 
authored the fabulous book NAUTILUS TRILOGY. Actually 3 books in one: “SHELL to SUBMARINE,”  
“The GRAND ERA OF THE USS NAUTILUS,” and “PANOPO. Pacific to Atlantic via the North Pole.”
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Some of the venues, and attractions you will enjoy at the 2026 Nautilus Reunion

The Hotel





The Groton Elks - Channel Fever BBQ/Clambake
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The Thames River Heritage Park Water Taxi Tour
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The U.S. Coast Guard Academy and Consolidated Club - Venue for the 
Wednesday night banquet
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By Associate Editor Paul Doucette



NEW COINS DESIGNED FOR THE 2026 NAUTILUS REUNION


                                                                                     Sorry about the company’s name

                                                                                   obscuring the coin’s face somewhat. 


Our Vice President, Frank Reinhold, Jr., with the assistance of his wife 
Heather—who serves as our webmaster, has designed an outstanding coin 
for our 2026 reunion.  More information about the coin’s availability will 
be published in the summer newsletter.  It’s going to be a great memento 
of a great reunion!


Page 31



Submarine USS R-14 ran out of fuel 100 miles from Hawaii in 1921. Crew 
made SAILS from blankets and hammocks, rigged them to the periscope, and 
SAILED the submarine home using only wind power over 5 days. 


JUST BECAUSE WE SPEND MOST OF OUR TIME UNDERWATER 
DOESN’T MEAN WE’RE NOT STILL “SAIL..ers.”  LOL


Page 32



Page 33



END  OF  NEWSLETTER

Please register for the reunion as soon as possible!  

Bring your family and friends!


And join our Facebook Group at:


http://www.facebook.com/groups/964349679134624/

(Copy and Paste into your browser window)
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